Special Up-Coming Events

All School Open
House, Friday,
March 5,

3:45 0 5:30p.m.
Bring a friend!

Primary Parent
Education Class,
Mon. 2/8 6:30 p.m.
AND again on
Thurs. 2/11, 8:30
a.m.

Elementary Parent
Night, Wed.
February 10",

6:00 i 7:30 p.m.

Monday,
February15thii
Presi deint
School Closed.

Elementary Parent
Education Class ,
Monday, February
23, 7:00 O 8:30.

Preschool
Night Tuesday,
March 2, 6:00 O
7:30 p.m.

Spring Break 0
School Closed
March 15619
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. where children explore
discover & achieve

fNever help a child with
a task at which he feels
can succ

he
o Maria Montessori

Loving and Learning, Caring and Sharing...

Re-enrollment Time
is Here!

We recently gave you
the enrollment packet
for next school year.
Please be sure to send
in the Enroliment
Agreement by March
Ilsttoreserve a place
with your preferred

days for the fall. We
open enroliment to

new families on March
1st. Thank you to all
who have already
returned your form. If
your child will not be
attending next year,
please let us know in
writing. See Nancy if
you have question s or
would like to visit one

of the classrooms.

OPEN HOUSE!
Please join us for an
School Open House on
Friday, February5 "
from3:45 1 5:30p .m.
All Head Teachers will

be in their classrooms to
gree t you and show you
the materials or answer
guestions. From 4:00 i
5:00 the Elementary
teachers will give a

brief, but wonderful
overview of the
Elementary Montessori
materials and

curriculum. Thank you
for taking the time to
attend. This is a great
time for toddler families
to visit the three

Primary classes.

Please bring a friend!

All

Our Summer Program
We are still finalizing our
plans for the summer
program and will hand

out the registration form
and a list of weekly
themes next month.

In the meantime, we

want to letyou  know
the dates which are

June 14 " to August 13 ™,
Parents may choose any
or all of the entire nine -
week program. We will
be closed the last two
weeks of August.

School will begin on
September 1 * for the
2010 - 2011 school year.
This is an early head&
up, for your planning.

Elementary Parent
Wednesday, February 10th, 6:00 p.m.
teach some favorite lessons and

Come watch your children

the magic of the Montessori Elementary classrooms!
want to find out more about Elementary are welcome.

Night A

witness
Families who

Parent Education Classes
The Primary teachers are looking forward to sharing their passion and knowledd
about Montessori with you at a special cla3s Three-Year Montessori Primary
Program: Why Montessori for the Five Year Old. This class will be given on
Monday,2/8, 6:30 p.mAND offered again oThursday2/11, 8:30 a.mThis is

pertinent information about the importance of the thye&r cycle in the Primary
classroom for all parents ofi26 year olds. We hope you will join us.




News from the Classrooms

Sweet Pea Pre-Primary Classroom

30
ol The children have been havindj

a wonderful time visiting with the special dogs
and their owners who have been visiting wigh
We are looking at the special jobs dogs do for
and our visitors have been keeping us enthrallg
This past Monday we had a visit from Saales, «
Pyrenean Shepherd, and her owner Nancy. T
showed us the skills of agility dogsvalking
backwards, juming, highf i ves, fisi
sitting, staying, rolling over, going through
tunnels, pushing a cart, etc. The children lovec
seeing her perform, especially when Saales ral
backwards around her owner. On Thursday Zeus, a Pug, and his owner Liz tallngotas about being

a therapy dog. It was very interesting to see such a little dog with his curly tail and flatheokad to

get really c¢close to smell our hands! We | earned a
rest homes. Ouavorite part was when Zeus danced by twirling round and round. This Monday we are

going to have another important visitoHawkeye. Hawkeye is a Border Collie who belongs to Keel and

her family. Keel is so excited that he will be coming to school aadisig the children the skills of a

search and rescue dog. We cané6t wait!

The children also began writing and illustrating their own story about pet dogs, inspired by the
b o oHow Do Dinosaurs Say I Love You We ar e goi ng t oboakandtinaditlee wor ki
bit, we will begin learning about the way puppies grow into dogs.

Val entineds Day will be celebrated pretty si mp
valentines to school will be completely optional (the teachers Willjne pl ace t hem in the ¢
home slot). We will be having a little celebration, with a special treat, during circle time on Friday,

February 19.
Please remember to label all sippy cups and extra clothésgecially when bringing a new item

toschool.J We would liketothank r adés family for the two ballerin
really enjoyed wearing them) and Ryderoés family f
our library). We would also like to welcome our n&ignd, Miles, to our classroom and we wish Sawyer

and his family the best of luck as they set off f

Day to all our families and friends!

~Ms. Sara

s

N




Rainbow Primary Classroom

I am happy to report that the Rainbow class has been rolling along
with a hum of activity. Many of the children are in the midst of big
leaps in their development and it has bagieasure to watch. There
has also been a flurry of activity that has stemmed from our
discussions aiut Dr. Martin Luther King JiThe children were so
intriguedthat we had to go back itime to talking about slaverihe
Underground Railroad, and emaratipn. Children at this age are
verysynpat heti ¢ and thwatul ids orf d te nf sia
of a story or topic. These topics seemed to have made a natural jun

to an interest in jazz music.9MKatrina has been bringing in library

books on théopic and | have complemented that with a CD of Djang'o'-'q-'—-"

Reinhardtds musi c. We wi | | see how far this inte

I would like to take a minute to applaud our classroom volunteers; the children have experienced an
explosion in their language skillie to your time and efforts. Thank you so mukalso want to say

thank you to those of you who both bring in supplies for our lessons and those who commit hours of their
time toour cooking projects It is with your help thiathe children really areigenthe opportunity to

explore their buddingassions and interest. Plbgy kudos to the folks who have been coming in to help

get our ice skaters on the ice, we cannot skatwoutityou. Please put your name down for an hour of

your time if you woull be interested in skating with us from 1%:3@:30. The children enjoy it so much

and are gaining skill every day.

| know that you have been approached abcetnrellment.andl would like to continue to encourage all

of you to attend thparent education class about thethree year ogle of the Montessori Primary

classroomthat has been advertised.h@ther your childwilb e ol d enoughoofmttl Aki nder
hope that it will provide an opportunity for you to have a larger peaddi the value of Montessori for

your developing child.

Regarding this monthoés hol i drelgtsd@rdspvill leepreparedire me mb e r
class(pleasedo not have your child make card or candies to bring to school). We may also touch on the
wonders of the Chinese New Year thattstat the midle of the month and continues to the ailof

March- stay tuned.

The Warmest Regards,

d Ms. Marissa

Wish List Items
Art materials of all types: construction paper, scrapbooking rnadgeheart stickersibbon, all
types of beads, mosaic tiles, paidi.
A sturdy 2 or 4 drawer file cabinet with a lock for thféice files
Yarn of all types and colors for making hats for children in Pakistan
Extra winter outer clothing your child has outgrown baning to others
Ice skates ohelmets your childhas outgrown
Woven fabric (can be old shiy embroidery flosshuttons, small embroidery hoops
Plastic grocery bags




Mi Casita Primary Classtroom

OHol a a | as f a hwnodldilike $o thand allivhie far@il@sfor yoar!support, whether it is
volunteering in the classroom, ice skating with the children during lunch, supporting the bake sale for
Haiti, providing wonderful items for the chilen's Practical Life lessons or any one of the other countless
ways you help Mi Casita behind the scen¥su are some amazing parenishank you.

January has been a strong month of learning new lessons, with Lasgldgeng the most popular

The moveable alphabetasdaily activity and the younger children are observing the older ones creating
words, phrases and storiég/e have also witnessed a very interesting phenomenon at lunch, the children
are counting everything in sighthe number of diffeent containers they have in their lunch b t

number their neighbor hdspw many carrots their parents packed them that dayAdso, some of our

oldest students have visited the Lower Elementary class which has been very motivating to all of us.

Last month we talked about Martin Luther King Jr. and read several stories about his life and how he
made a signitiant difference in how we view and treat one anothEnis month we will be celebrating
Valentines Day.Each child will be constructing a special Valentine for an unknown person in the
classroom and we will have a special celebration to hand these out.

| have heard many of you mention that you would like to volunteeshwinakes me very eited. As the
year progresses and we are able to open up our patio, | will be contacting you regarding your specific
interest. In the meantime, please semé an email of your interests which | can easily refer to in the
future.

With deep gratitude we sdijHasta Luegoto Maestra Vero as she embarks on an adventure to work on
an exploratory project towardier Ph.D.degree in Biology in Argentina. We williss yoy Maestra

Vero, and hope to see ydoack in a few months. Good ki your travels and thank you for all you

have given to the children and classroo

OMuc has Ms.rKastini as

Val entinebds Day in the Primary
We want to remind you of howthepNA Y NB Of  aaNRB2Ya oAttt 6S OStSoNIGAy3
materials in class for each child to make one special Valentine for one friend. We will keep these cards at school. On Thursday,
February 11th, we will have a special gathering at which time each child will draw the name of one friend to whom they will give
their card. We did this last year and it was touching to see how loving the children were as they gave their card and received a
card from a friend. We will not be passing out cards to the entire class. Please do not send candy or sweets from home. The
children will help to prepare a special snack. If your child does not usually attend school on Thursdays, please check with your
OKAf RQA& (St OK SitNheAtd attén@dizingitt tate RorningicdleBration.




Sunshine Primary Classtoom

Happy February! This past month, there haanbe
anexplosion of learning going érThe children
were so excited to come back to work. They are
becoming more independent by the day and
needing less and less of the assistance of the
teachers. The happy buzz of the classroom is '
welcomed as it allowss more opportunity to sit
back and observe your children.

During circle times, we have revisted thiphabits
Program and introded the children to more letter
characters. Ask your children to tell you about Leah Lighthouse, Maggie Magnet, and NedkeifN
youdd | ike to know mor e.

Thank you to those of you who attended Mombs Ni gh
opportunity to share their lessons with you. If you were unable to attend and would like to arrange a
different time to cme in, please let me know.

Because of parent volunteers, many of the four, five, and six year old children have been able to spend

l ots of time on the ice. Thank you Lisa and Chad
(Leifds Mom),i CAlImen iandMcO®yrndi amébs parents), and E
volunteering your time on the ice skating rikve truly appreciate it. It is amazing to watch the

children progress they pick it up so quickly.

To cel ebrate Valremwil benmeking onb spgcial vdlentime at dchodl, evhich they will
exchange with a friend on Thursday, Februar. 11 your child is not enrolled that day, but would like
to join us for circle time at 11a. to exchange their valentine, we welcome yobriag them at that time.

Sadly, we say goodbye to Maia Schabel and her family this month, but we welcome Farrah and her
mother Olivia. Please take time out of your day to greet them and introduce yourselves.

~Mrs. B




Lower Elementary Classroom

Well, it is hard to believe that February is already here. January went by so fast in the classroom,
full of new activities and learningWe had a great month!

This month in honor of President's Day, we will be learning about the lives of George
Washington and Abraham LincoliwWe will also be going over all of our Presidents in order,
from Washington to Obama.

For Valentine's Day, each child will decorate a bag which we will then have available for Friday
morning on February 12th. Class lists will be left on the front tabifleeoéntyway. When the
children bring in their Valentine cards they can distribute them into each child's bag. At the end
of the morning, we will have a circle time where the children will be able to open up all their
cards and have fun reading and thagkeach other.

Last month, we began our study of the Solar System, and are now taking a look at oanagnoon
moon phases. We watched a fascinating documentary of Apollo 11 that was all original footage
from the entire mission. The children had fun watching the astrofl@atisig around, eating,
listening to music, shaving and playing with a flashlight. While on the moon, it was fun to watch
them hopping around collecting rocks, laughing and having fun.

Second graders have beenrkig with great enthusiasmn cursive writing. We have learned all
the lower case letters, and have begun learning upper case letters. In third grade, all of their
written work will be in cursive. First graders are learning the sounds of the following
phonogams,ad e, ay, ai, and eélhey learn to make new words with the phonograms in them
with the moveable alphabet, and then write them.

We have also continued to work on the Needs of Man. After studying about different kinds of
shelters, the last few weeks, Wwave been learning about clothingpow different materials are

made, which countries clothes have been produced, and how clothing has evolved. The students
enjoyed working on charts of clothing from the past, as well as from the present time.

Thank you, Mr. Matt, for the awesome ice skating rink and all thework you do to keep it great
for our ice-skaters. They arelovingit!

~ Mrs. Malek
and Mrs.
Nowak




Upper Elementary Classroom

This morning was one of those mornings that | wished | had videotape
The children were so engaged in their work, moving from one activity
thenext with great importance. Their minimal conversations revolved
around their work. They were productive and proud of themselves. It
the epitome of a peaceful classroom. It is not realistic to expect that e
morning will be like this, but wheris serene captivation occurs and for
however long, it is evident that these children are truly fulfilled in
developing themselves as humansl reaching their potential

I am very excited to announce that we are starting a simulation projec
the Ancieh Mayan civilization this week. The project invites students t@
simulate the lives of the great rulers of the Mayan culture. The children will be split into thremtaty

and will learn that the cities must cooperate in order to develop a sucdé¢agarl empire. They will

learn the mysterious history of the Maya by decoding glyphs, investigating the unusual Mayan religion,

unraveling the complex Mayan calendar, and by dis
meanings. Undoubtedly thiswillbevaa | uabl e cooperative | earning expe
wait to begin!

The upper elementary students are now required to do a book report once a month. | have a variety of
forms in a notebook for them to choose from. They can also chamserfany different creative

presentation options such as dressing up as a character from the book, acting out a short scene from the
book, making an advertisement poster for the book, etc. With so many avid readers in the class, | look
forward to learningnore about some of these great books and opening up discussions about literature.

Parento6s Night i s ™ave3dmne £dch shild wif leelpreparing a/lessod to present

to 6studentsd that night . tisisdworderfulioppgtunitysioran exc el
children to become an expert on a specific lesson and teach others. Please plan ahead to ensure that your
family will be able to attend this great event.

Val entinebés Day wil/l b e "cRéehse $endayouectild i schobl withd a vy , Feb
valentines for every child. The children will be making bags to collect their valentines. We will also do
a writing project in which we will celebrate the unique qualities of each child.

Please make sure that yanild has a water bottle for school. Not only does it cut down on paper waste,
but it is also healthier and more convenient for your child to have plenty of water at hand throughout the
day.

~Miss Krista Observing the classroom this morning | came to find some
of the students creating a mini-school for their stuffed
FYAYIfad alz2g OdziSéx L
Fy ' LIJISNI St SYSyidlNe Ofl aa
investigation, | discovered this group project spontaneously
started by the students, is their motivation for finishing all
their academic work for the week a day early. They then
join forces to create books, maps, grammar cards, math
materials and even a dictionary for their stuffed animals
who come to Montessori school. Miss Krista observes the
students to be engaged in applying what they are learning

in a fun and creative way. We can learn so much from our
students! - Mrs. McNabb




F e br u daeaghdr ef the Month

Mrs. Mikal Begnoche,
the Sunshine Primary Head Teacher,
fondly known by our st

ol am passionate about education and originally became interested
in the teaching profession because of my desire to be a life-long
learner. My studies at Montana State University in the elementary
education program were unsatisfactory to me, thus | began looking
into alternative philosophies. | heard about Montessori and decided to take a three - month
course on Friday nights and weekends to find out more.

When | found Montessori, | discovered childhood development on a whole new level. | believe
Montessori is the best way to meet the needs of children and change the world. After finishing
my student teaching in the public school, | chose to further pursue my interests in Montessori
education. | took a job at a local Bozeman Montessori school and worked a year before
choosing to do a year-long internship. | became Montessori certified and after two years of
experience, a job opened up here at Middle Creek. | chose to come here because of the
physical environment, but have chosen to stay because of the community. This is my fifth year
atMiddlS / NBS{1 YR L if@énymBeeeldelyYF AAYS GSI OK

| consider that my greatest gifts to the children are my passion for Montessori, my love for little
children, my empathy, and understanding. During my free time | like to do anything outdoors. |
especially enjoy biking, skiing, being with my husband and friends, and walking our two dogs,
Drake and Dewey.€

a i || tworkers & her to be extremely dedicated to children and very talented in how she
motivates them to learn. She has a great sense of humor, a requirement at a job that is often
challenging! In her five years at MCM, Mikal has been a Head Teacher for four of them, has
helped train teachers, and prepared beautiful new environments. Her presentations of the
Montessori lessons are precise and impressive to observe. Mikal has been on the Board of the
Montana Montessori Education Association for two years and has assisted with Montessori
teacher training at the Caspari Montessori Institute in Livingston.

Thank you, Mrs. B., for your dedicated service to our students, and the joy and talent you bring
to our school!
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